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Artist’s Statement

Block Topic

In the U.S., Illinois has the highest percentage of K-12 funding from local property taxes and the

lowest percentage from state-level taxes. This has created de facto segregation.

Why is this issue/topic important to you? 
Years ago, I heard that, late in the second term of Illinois Governor Jim Edgar in the late 1990s,

Illinois was one vote away from switching from a primarily local-property-tax-funding model for

K-12 education to one relying more on state-level taxes. While I was taking a Political Science

class at COD a few years ago, I decided to find out if what I had heard was true. I couldn't find

that out, but, in the process, I learned about Illinois' K-12 educational funding. In general, each

state gets about 12 percent of its K-12 funding from the federal government, and the other 88%

comes from a mix of state-level and local property taxes. For fiscal year 2010, Hawaii was at one

end of a spectrum: 81.6% of its funding was from state-level taxes, and 3.5% was from local

property taxes, the highest disparity percentage-wise between the two in the country. At the

other end of the spectrum was Illinois, with 28.4% of its funding from state-level taxes and

59.2% from local property taxes. In 2014, out of 92 school districts in the north, northwest, and

western suburbs of Chicago, Aurora 131 had the lowest property  taxes-per-student measure at

$2,816. Right next door, Indian Prairie "Naperville" 204 spent $9,378 per student, 333% higher

than Aurora 131. At the other end of the spectrum from Aurora 131, an elementary school

district in Lake Forest in the northern suburbs collected $30,381 per student. These disparities

had not always been the case. In 1975, Illinois K-12 funding was 45% from local property taxes

and 48% from state-level taxes. For the 2015-16 school year, Illinois was down to 24% funding

from state-level taxes and up to 67% from local property taxes, still leading the country for the

highest percentage from local property taxes and the lowest percentage from state-level taxes.

Because there is a stubborn historical connection between income and race, the way Illinois

funds K-12 education has created de facto segregation over the past 45 years.

What elements of your design convey that importance?

The color of my dark-brown piece, in the shape of the Aurora 131 school district, represents the

percentage of black and Hispanic students in the district, which is 95%. The color of my light tan

piece, in the shape of the Naperville 204 school district, represents the percentage of black and

Hispanic students in the district, which is 22%. The percent of low  income students for each

district is to communicate the stubborn historical connection between race and income. The

way Illinois funds its K-12 education not only does not promote inclusivity, but it promotes

exclusivity on the variables of income and race. The red line between the two districts

represents the lack of inclusivity present, even though the districts border one another.


