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Artist’s Statement

Block Topic

Hold space for Native languages in Illinois

Why is this issue/topic important to you?

I wanted to create space for the topic of Native languages in Illinois in the WRSA inclusivity quilt

to widen the discussion about inclusivity at WRSA to include Native languages and people; to

call attention to the role that teaching English has had in the suppression and erasure of Native

languages and culture; to encourage students and staff to learn about Native history/languages

in Illinois and connect with local Native organizations; to raise awareness of the urgency of the

loss of Native language speakers; and to create interest in respectfully supporting and engaging

in Native language revitalization efforts.

While I am from Illinois, I recently spent two years in Sitka, Alaska, where Native language and

culture revitalization are important and valued parts of daily life. Returning to work at College of

DuPage, I felt that it was important, as a white person invested in anti-racist and decolonial

work, to consider more deeply how coaches can create and hold space for Native writers and

speakers at WRSA as well as consider the history of the land we live on as it relates to Native

languages and people. The state of Illinois is on the homelands of the Kiikaapoii (Kickapoo),

Peoria, Kaskaskia, Bodwéwadmi (Potawatomi) , Myaamia (Miami), Hoocąk (Ho-chunk), and

Očhéthi Šakówiŋ (People of Seven Council Fires).1 The U.S. Census Bureau reports that in 2020

about 96,498 people in Illinois (about the seating capacity of the Rose Bowl) identify as

American Indian or Alaska Native alone.2 Looking more locally, in DuPage County, that number is

5,154.3 At College of DuPage, the Department of Research and Analytics reports that between

fall 2017 – fall 2021, the student body has included anywhere between 19 to 55 students who

identify as American Indian or Alaska Native.4 

What elements of your design convey that importance?

The quilt square invites viewers to consider the estimated geographic ranges of the different

Native languages spoken in Illinois before and during colonization.1 Each color represents a

different native language: Bodwéwadmi (Potawatomi) is yellow; Hoocąk (Ho-Chunk) is blue;

Myaamia (Miami) is green; Illinois is purple; Dakota (both Eastern and Western dialects) is pink.

Notice where many languages overlap in the area covered which shows the faint overlay of the

current borders of the state of Illinois.


